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F ollowing our normal business 
meeting, we will be given two 
presentations by two different 
club members.  

 
Roy Wixson will give a program on auto-
matic watering systems entitled “Got a 
Life?”. He will give us ideas on setting up 
different ways to water those bonsai 
while we’re at work, cutting the grass or 
playing softball. Life doesn’t have to end 
because those trees need to be watered 
three times a day.  
 
Then, after a short break Glenn Morton 
will give a talk on one of his favorite 
styles of bonsai, the Phoenix Graft. He 
will let us know how to design, ready the 
driftwood, prepare the pot, and get things 
looking good.  
 
These will be the first presentations that 
the two have made to this club. It should 
make for an enjoyable, educational night.  

From Watering Systems to Phoenix Graft 
Special Presentations by Two Club Members 

December Highlights 
 
Over 35 members were on hand to partake 
in the good cheer of the season. .Bill Vala-
vanis showed slides of last years tour of 
Japan. Included were all the best places to 
see and purchase bonsai.  
 
After that it was time to eat. Everyone had 
a plate of the large number of deserts that 
were brought in by everyone. It ranged 
from Krispy Kremes to cakes and just 
about anything else you could think of. 
Thanks to all for bringing in all the good-
ies.  
 
We then went right into the mystery auc-
tion. Once again there were a lot of sur-
prises. These went from nice Chinese pots, 
to books,  plants ,  magazines and always a 
calendar or two.  Again, thanks to all who 
brought something to share. The extra 
money in the treasury will go a long way to 
finance more speakers in the future. 



 

Bonsai Society of Upstate New York 
P.O. Box 92215 
Rochester, New York  14692 

On behalf of the Executive Board I would like to wish each of you a Happy New Year! I hope you and 
your trees have withstood the recent bout of sub-zero temperatures and are doing well. I am excited 
about the informative programs we have planned for this year, especially the lecture and workshop 
with Mr. Yamagi in April. In January two of our members, Glenn Morton and Roy Wixon, will be pre-
senting to our club for the first time and I encourage all of you to attend. 
 
2003 was a big year for us, celebrating our 30th Exhibit and having Mr. Shinji Suzuki, one of the fore-
most bonsai artists in the world, give a presentation to our members. I personally was very fortunate 
to attend several lectures from Mr. Suzuki. At his last demonstration at the International Bonsai Sym-
posium, Shinji spoke of the love that he has for trees and his bonsai and how it is our duty to take 
care of our trees with loving tenderness, nurturing them, providing for them, and doing everything in 
our ability to keep them healthy and beautiful. And he spoke of his desire to promote peace through 
bonsai by teaching students all over the world that we should devote the same effort to caring for 
each other that we give to our bonsai.  
 
I think these words are especially important to keep in mind in 2004. I wish you and your families a 
very happy, healthy, and peaceful New Year and hope we can all work together to make this another 
great year for the Bonsai Society of Upstate NY. 
 
Jim Dolce 

Presidents Message: 






