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Visit Our NEW Website 
 

http://www.bonsai-upstateny.org/ 
Bill Valavanis 

Selecting Pots for Bonsai 

A fter a brief  business 
meeting, Bill Valavanis, 
Internationally proclaimed 
bonsai artist, and past 

president of our club, will present a 
program on how to select appropriate 
pots for your bonsai. 
 
A new PowerPoint presentation will be 
used to describe the various shapes and 
details of containers and their relation-
ship to bonsai. The aesthetic aspects as 
well as the horticultural applications 
will be discussed. Practical applications 
will be discussed and demonstrated.  
 
Bill’s  lecture/demo is something new 
that has just been developed. It was first 
shown in California on one of Bill’s 
lectures. The club will be only the sec-
ond group to see this presentation. 
Don’t miss it.  

Bill working on one of his maples in 
his garden 

Photo Courtesy of International Bonsai 



World Bonsai Convention 
 

Bonsai and suiseki enthusiasts worldwide are invited to attend the 5th World Bonsai Conven-
tion in the beautiful and inspiring capital city of Washington, D.C., home of the National Bon-
sai & Penjing Museum, in 2005. Along with co-sponsoring this exciting event, Bonsai Clubs 
International and American Bonsai Society will hold their annual meetings for 2005 in conjunc-
tion with the 5th World Bonsai Convention. 

Saburo Kato and John Naka will be honored for their vision of world peace through bonsai. 
Tour the National Bonsai & Penjing Museum. Enjoy multiple exhibits including I.C. Su's an-
tique bonsai pot collection. Celebrate the 400 year-old Yamaki pine - symbol of peace. 

Vendors will be poised to offer supplies and accessories. Raffles with valuable prizes will be 
sure to provide rewarding entertainment. 

This exciting convention features a large prestigious assembly of international bonsai artists for 
lectures and workshops. For more information on this event check out their website. If you 
think you are interested in attending and want to carpool, a number of club members will be 
driving down. Check with Wes Morningstar if you think you might want to get a ride.  

http://www.bonsai-wbff.org/wbc5/main.htm 

Gardenscape 2005 
 
Gardenscape is just around the corner and we 
will need fine quality flowering bonsai for the 
show. Right now is the time to start thinking 
about forcing flowering trees for the show. If 
you have a nice flowering tree that you think 
would work in the show, please phone Bill 
Valavanis at 334-2595 (if you can find him) 
to offer your bonsai for the society display. 
We will be setting up our display on Tuesday, 
March 15th at 5 pm and need help. Also, we 
will be taking down the display on Sunday, 
March 20th at 5 pm and many hands make 
light work for everyone. More information 
about the show can be found at  
http://www.rochesterflowershow.com/  

New Library Policy 
 
Starting last meeting, the club library will 
close during the formal presentation. The li-
brary will be open during before the presenta-
tion, during the break and for a short time 
after the meeting. This will help to hold down 
the noise during the presentation and will 
give our librarian time to enjoy the presenta-
tion himself. Thank you very much for your 
understanding and cooperation.  



2005 Programs 
 
 Jan. 25 Bill Valavanis 
  Selecting Pots 
 
Feb. 22 Harvey Carapella 
  Sinuous Raft Style 
 
Mar. 17-20 GardenScape 2005 
 
Mar.   22 Bill Valavanis,  
  Multi Trunk Style with  
  Korean Maple 
  Demo/Lecture/Workshop 
 
Apr.   26 Suthin Sukosolvisit 
  Afternoon workshop 
  Evening Lecture and Demo 
 
May.   15-16 Upstate Bonsai Exhibit 
  2 lectures and demos 
  by Jim Doyle  
 
June   03 Bavarian Caravan  
  Demonstration with   
  Wolfgang Putz 
 
June 25 Oriental Garden Supply  
  Field trip on a Saturday 
 
July 26  Nucitelli Garden Field Trip 
 
Aug.   17 Charles Osterly Garden Tour 
 
Sept. 12 Mr. Mitsuya and Kathy  
  Shaner,  
  BYOB workshop in afternoon 
  Lecture and demo in evening 
 

Mid Atlantic Bonsai  
Convention 

 
This year's Spring Festival marks Mid Atlan-
tic Bonsai Societies' (MABS) Twenty-Second 
Anniversary. The Spring Festival will com-
mence Friday evening, April 15, 2005 and 
will continue through Sunday afternoon, 
April 17, 2005 at the Ramada Hotel and Con-
ference Center in East Hanover, New Jersey. 
Check out their website for more information. 
 
http://midatlanticbonsai.freeservers.com/
fescurr.htm 

December Highlights 
 
We had a great group of members, family and 
friends for our Holiday Party. Bill Valavanis 
showed slides from his recent trip to Japan 
with Will Hebert, Bob and Marion Kretzer, 
Murph and Jerome Cushman. All had stories 
to report on the exciting bonsai tour.  
 
All members brought in delicious goodies to 
share and no one went home hungry., al-
though the wallets were lighter. Out mystery 
auction went well with Harvey Carapella as 
auctioneer. Many great and unusual items 
were donated by our members including bon-
sai, calendars, books, pots, stones, stands, 
wine and much more. Because fine gifts from 
our generous members, our treasury is quite a 
bit larger than at the last meeting.  
 
A special thank you to everyone who partici-
pated in this annual event and the extra 
money will go a long way to finance more 
speakers in the future.  
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It’s That Time Of Year Again... 
 
If you have not put your bonsai away for the winter yet, don't bother. It’s probably too late. You will 
not have to worry about transplanting or pruning next spring either. But you can start all over with a 
new bonsai collection, correcting errors as you progress. That’s not a bad idea anyway.  
 
Bonsai will need watering from time to time when they are not frozen, even though they are dormant. 
Be sure to water until water runs through the drainage holes. Clean snow is also good for a light 
watering during the winter. It might be a good idea to spray again with a contact fungicide such as 
Captan. 
 
This is a good time to begin studying tree silhouettes around town and in your own garden (exercise 
cautions when driving). Note that the overall silhouette is different for each species. East Avenue is an 
excellent place to study large mature Beech, Weeping beech and Ginkgo. Highland Park and Mt. 
Hope Cemetery are also good locations for large Japanese maples and paper bark maples.  
 
A warmer winter project is to study books and magazines. Work schedules often prohibit studying 
during the active growing season. Our book and video library has excellent selections.  
 
Keep warm and study bonsai styles in nature and in books and tapes, because It’s that time of the 
year again..... 
                   W.N.V. 




